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1. What is the vision and purpose of Every Good Gift? 

The purpose of Every Good Gift is to invite everyone in our congregation to grow spiritually in 
the area of generosity.  Generosity is a huge theme in the Bible, and an important facet of 
discipleship.  We hope that all of us will grow as givers in a transformative way—hence the 
“40 Day Spiritual Journey” and the sermon series.  The occasion of this transformation is to 
give toward the needs of the church to help us extend the reach of gospel.  

 
2. How are we reaching others, and to whom are we extending the reach of the gospel? 

We are preparing for outreach to several specific groups of people:  
 We are exploring ways to build bridges to students at Collegium as well as business people 

throughout the Oaklands Corporate Center.   
 We are poised to reach more youth and young families.   
 We want to reach neighbors and friends in our community by equipping and empowering 

members of Grace Covenant through small groups and missional communities.   
 We also want to continue to support missionaries around the world, and send others 

out—both short-term and long-term. 
 
3. Does paying down the Building Loan Fund help us advance our ministry and mission? 

Yes.  A lower mortgage payment frees up resources for ministry and missions. 
 
4. $1.5 Million is a big number for only 2 years, what factors are driving that figure? 

Yes, it is a big number!  Our goal is to reduce our loan from $2.85M to $1.35M so that our 
rental income will pay not only the interest, but also the principal on the loan.  We have 
already raised $850k in 4 years and hope to accelerate this trend with our sacrificial giving. 
 

5. Does the $1.5M include operating expenses (Ministry and Missions budgets) for the 
next two years, or is that above and beyond normal giving?  
No, the $1.5M is above and beyond our operating expenses.  The pledge card intentionally 
asks for your intentions about Ministry and Missions Giving and then for your pledge to the 
Building Loan Fund. 
 

6. What are the "risks" if we don't reach our goal of $1.5 million in two years?  Will there 
be an impact on the investors? 
First of all, the investors will be repaid in full when we obtain new financing at the end of 
2018. The new loan will essentially replace the investors.  Therefore, there will be no negative 
impact upon the investors.  However, failing to reach $1.5M will increase our obligation with a 
larger mortgage, which means our monthly payment to the mortgage would be higher. 
 

7. How does the timing work if the campaign is 2 years (between now and end of 2019), 
but the investor relationship ends in one year (at the end of 2018)? 
We are spreading the campaign over 2 years to give more time needed to raise capital.  
However, we will be ready to refinance in 1 year and will use the second year to keep up our 
progress. 
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8. Is the S1.5M to pay back the original investors? 

No, the $1.5M is to help us obtain a mortgage with an affordable monthly payment.  The 
investors will be paid through proceeds from the Building Loan Fund and then from money 
received when we refinance.   
 

9. Is the goal to pay off the mortgage? 
No, the immediate goal is not to pay off the mortgage, but to obtain a mortgage that is 
affordable.  If we succeed at raising $1.5M we will reduce our loan by over 50% so that we are 
in a position to pay off the mortgage faster using our rental income. 
 

10. What determines when we "qualify" for a mortgage? 
Technically, we can qualify for a mortgage right now.  We have equity and healthy fiscal 
responsibility.  At this point, however, such a mortgage would require a higher monthly 
payment than we are comfortable paying.   

 
11. Are we supposed to give to the Ministry and Missions Fund still? 

Yes!  It is crucial that everyone continue or even increase their giving to the Ministry and 
Missions Fund.  Without the Ministry and Missions Fund we cannot pay staff, ministry 
expenses, operations or missions.  We have a dozen missionaries counting on us!   
 

12. Is money given to Every Good Gift earmarked for a specific purpose? 
Yes, all gifts received that are designated Every Good Gift or the Building Loan Fund (BLF) will 
go toward the Building Loan Fund.  Undesignated money automatically goes to the Ministry 
and Missions Fund. 

 
13. If our Ministry and Missions giving hits 100% of our budget, does the extra go to the 

Building Loan Fund or is it kept separate? 
If the Ministry and Missions hits 100%, the first thing we will do it celebrate!  Any extra would 
be prayerfully allocated to the purpose(s) deemed best by Session at that time. 
 

14. How do I fill out the commitment card? 
After you have filled out the side with your personal information, indicate your intention for 
the Ministry and Missions Fund.  It is imperative that we remain whole on the Ministry and 
Missions fund to pay for ministry, staff, operations, and missions expenses.   

 
Next, indicate the way(s) that you want to designate your gift to the Building Loan Fund.  You 
may do any or all of the following options: 
 You can pledge weekly, monthly or quarterly over two years,  
 In addition, you can give a one-time offering now. 
 In addition, you can pledge a future gift in 2018 or 2019.   
This is intentionally flexible to allow you to give at a rate, or for an amount, you feel God is 
calling you to give.  
 
Lastly, cut off the small portion for yourself and turn in the larger side to the church in a 
sealed envelope. If you are giving a single gift as well, bring that with you on Commitment 
Sunday, November 12. 
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15. Will other people know how much I have pledged? 

Your pledge is confidential and privileged information.  It will be viewed and processed only 
by a few select members of the finance team who will compute our gifts.  We will use this 
information to plan ahead and to communicate periodic updates of your progress and our 
collective progress. 

 
16. Are the investors demanding the money? 

No, the investors have been happy to fulfill their commitment they made in 2013.  They are 
not in a rush, but the contract with them ends in December 2018.  This is an interest-only loan 
that we may pay down at anytime without penalty and is structured to favor Grace Covenant. 

 
17. Are there future plans for the building? 

Yes!  Glad you asked.   We will continue to make improvements and updates that increase our 
ministry capacity—Youth space, nursery and nursing moms area, painting, Welcome center, 
etc.  The long-term is more open.  We can continue to use the space we need, or take over 
other suites as needed. 
 

18. Is the plan to stay in this building as a forever home? 
Not necessarily.  This is our church home, and but God may bring other possibilities as we 
grow and develop.   
 

19. What is our projected membership growth? 
We do not have any specific projections because we don’t know how God will move.  We 
would like to grow more as we reach out more effectively. 
 

20. Are there any plans for multiple services? 
Not at this time.  We would need to grow more before we would have the momentum to add 
another service.   

 
21. Are there other ways to give besides cash, check or credit card, such as stock transfers 

or IRAs? 
Yes!  We would be happy to talk with you about creative ways to give.  Contributing stock is a 
win-win scenario because you get a deduction and don’t pay capital gains.   

 
Also, a qualified charitable distribution from your IRA (after age 70 ½) could be a tax 
beneficial means of donation.  Structured wisely, some or all of your required minimum 
distribution (RMD) can be transferred directly and tax-free.  You can ask a member of the 
Finance Team for more details on how to do this.  Please call Financial Secretary, Wendy 
Walsh, at the church office (610-924-7282 ext. 102).  She will connect you to the right person 
based on your request. 
 

22. Can I give online?  
Yes, please visit our website where you can find the link to give online.  At the right top of our 
home page is a green tab that says “Click here for ONLINE GIVING.” 
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23. If a person tithes should they also give more than that? 

Malachi 3 speaks of tithes and contributions so it appears that more can and should be given 
to the Lord, if possible.  This is not mandatory, but is a free will offering (see 2 Corinthians 9). 
 

24. Should 10% (a tithe) go only to the church?  What about giving portions of my tithe to 
other Christian organizations? 
Some Christians differ on this question.  A tithe is unto the Lord and was clearly used for 
kingdom purposes such as worship, teaching, and social aid.  If you are persuaded that a 
Christian organization is fulfilling one of these purposes, it appears faithful to apportion your 
tithe accordingly.  Some Christians choose to give their tithe only to the church and then give 
above and beyond to other organizations. 
 

25. Should I tithe off the gross or the net? 
Christians also differ on this question.  It seems that the gross (your entire increase) is what 
God asks for.  We are to tithe on our increase, not on the increase less taxes, alimony, or etc.  
Honestly, this is between you and the Lord.  The goal is to be generous, and God loves a 
cheerful giver!   
 

26. What if I do not give 10%?  Am I missing a blessing in my life? 
Christian testimonies affirm ways that God has blessed people who are givers.  Interestingly, 
Malachi says that the whole nation is under a curse because they robbed God by withholding 
their tithe.  Thus, the blessing may be personal or corporate.  This is very hard to measure.  
Yet since the Lord promises to bless those who are faithful to tithe, and since he is faithful to 
his Word, the blessings are clearly promised to those who do tithe.  
 

27. What about giving my time instead of my money?  (Giving time is arguably harder) 
We encourage you to give your time, but in addition to obeying the Lord about money.  If you 
are unable to give because your spouse does not believe, or for some other reason, God calls 
us to give what we have—that may be time, that may be possessions beside money.  King 
David says it well, “I will not offer to the Lord, that which costs me nothing.” 
 

28. What if I am already giving all I can? 
Thank you!  That’s wonderful that you have already been stretching yourself by faith before 
this series began.  If you’re already giving sacrificially, we encourage you to keep up the good 
work!  May God increase the harvest of your righteousness so that you may be rich in every 
way and generous on every occasion.  Great steps of faith are met with great acts by God. 
God is more concerned about the size of our sacrifice than the size of our gift. 

 


